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On 8 December the atrium at All Saints was packed as over 300 
children and parents gathered to celebrate those primary pupils who 
had achieved 100% school attendance. We were also delighted to 
welcome Mayor of Knowsley, Mr. T. Ely, and our Catholic Primary 
Headteachers.

As guest speaker, Mr. Ely spoke of the importance of excellent 
attendance in securing achievement, a view endorsed by All Saints 
Headteacher, Tony McGuinness, “The more you are in school, the 
more you will learn.”

All Saints also had cause for celebration as the school with the 
greatest attendance improvement in 2015/16. The school also 
increased its OFSTED performance by two grades.

Plenty of talent was on show as GCSE Dance students performed 
their examination pieces and this certainly inspired the younger 
Year 9 dancers who gave their own terrific performance. In contrast, 
budding writers and winners of our Year 7 Poetry competition, Jon 
Paul Murray and Brodie Short, recited their winning entries. 

Tony McGuinness outlined the fundamental changes taking place 
at All Saints. The building development programme is key and 
continues apace this year. The focus is on high standards of 
achievement by all pupils in all aspects of school life. These underpin 
his aspirations and his determination to provide the very highest 
quality of education for the children of Kirkby.

A strong partnership between home and school is essential and 
clearly the pupils celebrating this evening have that very firm 
foundation. It was a very special occasion and congratulations are 
well deserved.

Kirkby Catholic 
Primary Schools 
Attendance Awards 
2015/16

“The more you are 
in school, the more 
you will learn.”
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will create for students the best possible environment, both 
internally and externally at All Saints.

It has been a very productive half term. Year 11 students have 
taken their mock GCSE examinations. Parents, carers and 
students will meet with staff to discuss the results and plan 
for their future studies on the 5 January 2017. Year 7 students 
have just completed their first term and we were delighted 
to welcome so many of you to our Transition Meeting. This 
strong partnership between parents, carers and school is 
essential to provide the very firm foundation on which to build 
a successful school career.

At All Saints everything we do is underpinned by the values 
of our Mission Statement. Our Safeguarding Team provides 
the leadership and guidance so that staff at All Saints are fully 
committed to safeguarding your children, our pupils. 

Charitable fundraising takes place throughout the year. This 
term we have raised money for Macmillan, the Poppy Appeal, 
culminating in our Remembrance Day service, and Advent 
collections for our local foodbank. Our liturgical assemblies 
combined with this fundraising have helped the school 
community focus on the true meaning of Christmas.

All Saints will reopen for the Spring Term on Wednesday 4 January 
and I look forward to working in partnership with you once again in 
2017.

On behalf of the governors and staff I wish you all 
a very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas.

Tony McGuiness
Tony McGuinness  Headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers

On Thursday evening, 20 October, the Atrium at All Saints 
was brimming with both students and parents. Students 
were recognised for academic excellence, sporting 
achievement and outstanding contributions to the All 
Saints school community. 

During his report, Mr. McGuinness highlighted a number 
of progressive initiatives that have been implemented 
to improve pupil progress. Of special note is the recent 
programme of building work that has reshaped the 
teaching and learning facilities to combine the very best 
of aspects innovation and tradition.

All Saints was fortunate to have, as guest of honour, 
the award winning local entrepreneur Steve Granite, 
Managing Director of Abbey Logistics. Mr. Granite is 
also the Chair of the All Saints Catholic High School 

Local Advisory Board. During an impassioned address 
he emphasised the importance of ‘breaking through the 
glass ceiling’ – a message that all of the young people in 
attendance will have taken to heart.

Quotes from parents:

‘What a lovely night for the Award Ceremony! Really 
proud to be a past pupil and parent. All credit to a 
fantastic, hard working team of staff…. Really glad 
that OFSTED has recognised this.’

‘Words can’t describe how thrilled and proud I am 
of my daughter’s achievements and all the other 
students who are thriving and learning.’

As we approach the Christmas celebrations I am very pleased 
to report the positive changes and developments that have 
taken place in our physical learning environment at All Saints.

Phase One of our building improvement plan is now complete. 
This has led to major changes in the English, Mathematics 
and Science departments where open plan areas have been 
replaced with traditional teaching rooms. As Headteacher 
I know it is essential to establish a positive learning 
environment that is conducive to concentration, learning and 
achievement.

Phase Two of our internal improvement plan will be 
implemented this academic year and once complete, there 
will be no open plan teaching spaces at All Saints. All 
students will be taught in traditional yet highly technological 
classrooms, laboratories or workshops. In this way we will 
combine the very best of innovation and tradition.

We will also be enhancing our open air sporting facilities 
through external funding. I am quite determined that we 

Awards Presentation Evening 2016
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Half term highlights for 33 All Saints students included 

a trip to Paris. Among the cultural elements were a visit 

to the Louvre, Notre Dame, Eiffel Tower and Arc de 

Triomphe. The river cruise gave a different perspective 

on this famous city and the day concluded with a meal 

in a Parisian restaurant. In contrast a day was spent 

at Disneyland Paris to ride the rollercoasters and be 

impressed by the fantastic fireworks and laser display.

Paris Visit:
October half term
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During November 35 engineering students attended JLR to 
participate in this year’s Lean Manufacturing Masterclass. 
This included an introduction to standardised work and its 
importance in the manufacturing industry. Our students worked 
in teams in order to learn about the key elements of lean 
manufacturing. All students were extremely positive and their 
application, enthusiasm, questioning and competitiveness 
were noted. Ken Jones, JLRPS Manager, said, ‘the students 
had a great experience and the session finished with questions 
from the students, which demonstrated their interest and 
engagement.

Jaguar Land Rover (JLR):

Lean Lego Masterclass

In November 15 Year 11 students attended this event at JLR’s Halewood 
plant. This was an opportunity for students interested in pursuing 
a career in Engineering to learn about JLR’s Advanced and Degree 
Apprenticeships. Our students met some apprentices, found out more 
about the application process, asked questions and tried some hands-on 
activities.

Jaguar Land Rover (JLR)
Apprenticeship Open Evening

This experience will enable them to make an informed decision about their future 
studies and career.  Students are encouraged to show industrial enterprise, creativity 
and innovation whilst gaining experience of problem-solving, teamworking and 
project management. 

We are now in the fourth year of the scheme. This year’s challenge is to design 
an operating control box for car door windows. Students attended the launch at 
Liverpool University and later toured the Jaguar plant.  After the visit, Ken Jones, JLR 
Partnership Scheme Manager said, “Please pass on my thanks to your students in our 
EES project team. The boys are a credit to themselves, school and their family.  I am 
very impressed and I am looking forward to a successful project this year”.

This six month 
programme 
links Year 12 
students and 
their teacher 
with local 
companies 
to work on 
real, scientific, 
engineering 
and 
technological 
problems. 

Engineering 
Education 
Scheme with 
Jaguar Land 
Rover
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In October 12 students from Years 
10 and 11 attended an engineering 
related  visit organised by Carillion 
Construction.

There was a tour of the new £335 
million Royal Liverpool Hospital 
and an opportunity for our 
students to learn something of 
the stages, processes and skills 
involved in construction. A second 
visit is planned in December 
for those who are interested in 
pursuing a career in construction.

Construction
Welcomes
All Saints

Sixth form students Harvey Simpson and 
Katie Irvine travelled to Poland with the 
Holocaust Memorial Trust. Through its project 
‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ the Trust ensures 
that the knowledge of what happened at 
Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau is never 
forgotten. The experience gave both students 
a very compelling picture and understanding 
of the horror that
was the Holocaust.

Holocaust
Memorial Trust 
Auschwitz

Autumn Term 2016
•	 Edge	Hill	University	visits	for	Years	10	and	11:
 study skills and debating.
•	 Year	9	Law/Psychology	and	Criminology:	taster	day
 at University of Liverpool.
•	 Year	9	Oxford	and	Cambridge	universities	Northwest
 Challenge
•	 Character	development	workshops.	
•	 Meditation	sessions	for	Years	9	and	10,	delivered	by		
 students from University of Liverpool.
•	 Year	7	trip	to	the	Confucius	Institute	at	the	University	of		
 Liverpool to study Chinese Calligraphy and Mandarin.
•	 Goal	setting	with	professional	trainer:	all	Year	groups.
•	 Year	11	study	skills	and	time	management	with
 professional trainer.

Spring Term 2017
•	 Year	8	sessions	on	comic	book	writing,	with	ex-Marvel		
 editor, Tim Quinn.
•	 Years	8	and	9	cinema	and	analytical	discussion	trip.
•	 Year	10	debating	sessions	with	Knowsley	Youth
 Parliament.
•	 Mindfulness	workshops.
•	 Year	7	University	of	Liverpool	taster	day.
•	 Author	Cathy	MacPhail	to	return	and	work	with
 students from Years 7, 9 and10.
•	 Oxford/Cambridge	University	outreach	Years	10	and	11.
•	 Philosophy	for	children	workshops,	all	Year	groups.
•	 Houses	of	Parliament	workshop	for	Years	7,	8	and	9.

The range of activities on offer in our Scholars’ 
Programme is impressive. The programme is 
designed to encourage students to be ambitious 
about their future plans, careers and opportunities. 
Aiming high and realising that you must work 
hard to achieve these goals is the bedrock of its 
approach.	Next	term	we	will	publish	a	‘Scholars’	
Newsletter’	but	for	now,	here	is	a	flavour	of	this	
term’s activities and those planned for next term.

Scholars’
Programme
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Career
Ready 
Programme
The outstanding Sixth Form opportunities 
at All Saints were acknowledged by 
OFSTED, “Sixth Form students benefit 
from high quality provision that is both 
inclusive and aspirational.” The case study 
below is just one example.

Who are you?
My name is Paige Bennett and I’m a student at All 
Saints Catholic High School. I’m studying Health & 
Social Care and Art.

What has been the most significant 
influence on you during the Career 
Ready programme?

Meeting all the different people during my internship 
at Whiston Hospital. I was able to find out about their 
job roles and was surprised to learn that half of them 
also lived in Kirkby.
My mentor has also helped in boosting my 
confidence as I was really shy.

What was the best part of your 
internship?

For my internship I worked within the HR department. 
They gave me lots of responsibilities, including 
sending emails to new employees asking for 
references, organising folders and updating files.
I had the chance to speak to new employees to find 
out about their job role and why they applied to work 
in the NHS. 
I was also involved with recruitment including sitting 
in on interviews and organising tests for applicants.

Have your career plans changed 
or stayed the same after your 
internship?

Before my internship I thought about being a nursery 
nurse or a nurse. After completing it I am now 
considering working in HR. Before the internship 
I didn’t want to work in an office but I realised it’s 
enjoyable and the people I worked with were really 
good.

At the end I was asked to apply to be a Trust Bank 
worker, which I have done and will now consider an 
apprenticeship within the NHS. I also now work as a 
volunteer at Fazakerley Hospital. 

Arts Students Remember 
the Battle of the Somme
Year 10 GCSE art students worked with 
local artist, Mike Walker, in collaboration 
with Kirkby Arts to produce fantastic 
works commemorating the Battle of 
the Somme. The huge mosaic was 
particularly impressive.

During November All Saints held a series of 

Remembrance Assemblies dedicated to those who 

have died serving their country. Year 8 students 

were addressed by an Irish Ranger who spoke of 

the tragic loss of life during the 141 days of the 

Battle of the Somme. All Saints has a well established tradition of supporting 

the Poppy Appeal and students and families gave generously once again. At 

11 am on the 11 November the school fell quiet as two minutes silence were 

observed. All Saints was also invited to take part in the rededication of the 

Kirkby Cenotaph. We were honoured to accept.

Remembrance Poppy 
Appeal 1916-2016
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We are delighted to announce that All Saints 
raised £1,218.42 for the Macmillan Cancer 
Charity. There was a variety of events including 
staff/student bake-offs, 
sponsored silences and 
Mr. Dearing had his head 
shaved, which caused our 
students much amusement!

Appeal Cancer Research

Advent Appeal for
       Kirkby
All Saints supported the Kirkby Foodbank during
Advent. Thanks to all who gave so generously to our weekly 
collections. The donations will make a huge difference to 
Kirkby families.

Black
Eyes
and
Cottage
Pie
In October All Saints welcomed the Mad Theatre Company to work 
with Years 9, 10 and 11.  The production, ‘Black Eyes and Cottage 
Pie’, raised awareness of domestic abuse within intimate teenage 
relationships. The play highlighted issues of sexuality, adult domestic 
abuse, consent, sexting and the power of positive peer relationships. 
Pupils really enjoyed the performance but most importantly understood 
the seriousness of its message.

If you have been affected by domestic abuse and want support, The 
First Step provides services for male and female victims/survivors 
and perpetrators and can be contacted on 0151-548-3333.

There was an early Christmas 
present for all Year 7 students who 
were allowed to choose a free book, 
thanks to the BookTrust, the largest 
reading charity in the UK.

With a choice of 12 titles there was 
something for everyone. Our school 
library is open before, during and 
after school.

Year 7
Bookbuzz
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Key Dates

Term dates 2017
Spring Term 2017:
4 January  31 March
13 February 17 February  (Half term)
Summer Term 2017:
19 April  20 July
29 May  2 June   (Half term)

Parents Meetings:

5 January  Year 11

26 January 6th form

9 February Year 10

2 March  Year 9

9 March  Year 8

16 March  Year 11

28 March  Year 9   (Options Evening)

20 April  Year 7

Merseyside School Games:
Under 13 Girls’ Football
All Saints gained second place in the Halton/Knowsley/St Helens 
Secondary	School	Tournament	this	November.	The	team	will	now	go	
on to compete in the Merseyside School Games. Congratulations!

All	Saints	hosted	this	tournament	in	November	and	we	
are delighted to report that the All Saints team won the 
competition. Well done, girls!

Year 7 Knowsley 
Netball Tournament

Chemistry for All

•	 Lolly	for	Molly	(making	molecule	models)
•	 Measuring	for	Success	(thermometric	titration)
•	 Working	Scientifically	(iodine	clock)

During the last academic year Liverpool John Moores 
‘Chemistry for All’ team provided some superb scientific 
activities both at All Saints and in the University’s laboratories. 
The fun continues this year with a variety of events:

Our Key Stage 4 students are working hard in 
preparation for their GCSE practical examination and 
a showcase performance in December. All Saints 
is fortunate to have specialist Dance teachers and 
studios. Our dancers contribute to many aspects of 
school life from assemblies to Christmas Liturgies and 
of course our famous school productions.

Dancers Delight


